i

The Orbitiag

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF )
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ‘ /
ALTOONA PA , y

TrinityAltoona.com | Facebook.com/TrinityAltoona ‘ /

"He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, 'Truly I tell you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them
have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had,
all she had to live on.

"

Mark 12: 41-44

From the Pastor

On the weekend of November 23 & 24 we will have a congregational
meeting to approve the budget (which you will receive soon) and we will
look at the finances of the church. We do not like to talk about money in
the church but when it comes time for the budget we need to be mindful of
our giving. When we approve the budget we are taking on the
responsibility to meet that budget. Now, we do not always spend
everything that we put in the budget, if we do not have to spend it we do not
spend it. However, there are certain items in the budget that we are saying
that we are going to meet, for example the employees salaries. The above
passage from Marks gospel reminds us that when we give we are to give not
out of our excess but from our heart whatever we can. I do not suggest that
we give all we have to live on, certainly we need to be able to live and pay
our bills, but we are asked to dig deep when we can. I know that we are
already a generous church, especially when it comes to special collections,
but at budget time we can reevaluate our giving. If we have an abundance we also are called to give from
our heart. We remember what God has given us and provided for us in our lives and we remember what
we can do for the ministries of the church. When we give to the church and provide for the church
budget we are participating the all the ministries of the church, from providing worship to supporting the
youth and all the programs that the church participates in. Money is not the most popular subject but
there comes a time and place where it is necessary to discuss. Let us prayerfully look at the budget and
consider our giving to the life church.

Peace,



Trinity Council President

As I am looking out the window, the leaves are beginning to change to many beautiful colors and are falling off as a
slight breeze begins to blow, so you know, what is yet to come. It’s that fall season that we are getting into.
Hopefully we will have some more nice weather before that little white, puffy stuff begins to come down. We all
know that Pennsylvania has the four seasons, but this year we were very fortunate to have very hot and dry weather
for a longer period of time than expected. Let’s hope and pray that the weather the following months will be kind to
all of us, and will be favorable to us for a while yet. With all the warm weather that we have had, it sure would
have been nice to have bottled it up for the winter months ahead, but unfortunately, we’re not lucky enough to be
able to do that.

Things have changed with the Orbit going from monthly to a two month publication. This is the beginning of a
busy time of year for the church. I’'m going to try to give you a brief run-down of some of the upcoming activities
that will be taking place in the coming months.

As you know, or have heard, there will be some openings on council due to some members’ terms expiring. We are
looking to have those vacancies filled. If you are interested, or already have served and are willing to serve again, it
would be great to have you aboard. Please either contact me, Pastor Eli, or any council member, it takes a group of
members to keep the church running smoothly. I would like to thank those who have served. It only takes one hour
a month of your time to attend the meetings. I would like to welcome and thank Brenda Adelman for joining
church council, following Lori Matta Rhode’s resignation.

Just a reminder on November 2™, the clocks will be set back an hour Saturday night (fall back 1 hour). So set your
clocks accordingly so you arrive on time for church Sunday morning. We would sure miss seeing you.

I know there are probably some hunters that enjoy this time of the year, the fall season, of getting out and scouting
and looking at the beautiful wildlife that is out there. Those wintery days have come and gone for me. I just enjoy
the looking and photographing, instead of the hunting. To those who still do hunt, have a fun and safe season, and
enjoy.

I would like to thank all of our service members for the time that they gave to this country. So on November 11",
Veterans Day, let us not forget what they have done to give us our freedom to go about and do the things we want to
do in this country. Take a minute and thank a Veteran when you see them. Remember, some gave some, and
others gave all. They will be very thankful for your kind words.

Soon it will be November 28", happy gobble, gobble day, or as we know it, Happy Thanksgiving. I sure hope that
everyone has an enjoyable day, and a wonderful get together for their meal. Hopefully the weather will be pleasant
for those traveling. I know it’s early but, Happy Thanksgiving!

As November comes to an end, and Mr. December follows, there will be many activities and things taking place at
Trinity. You will need to keep your eyes out for the specific details in the church bulletins. Please invite your
family and friends to enjoy this special time of the year here at Trinity.

There will be three Christmas trees to decorate, along with the other church decorations for the season. There will
be many practices from different groups such as choir, hand chimes, the children’s program, and many other
activities taking place. We will need many volunteers to get everything ready for this Christmas season.

In closing, I, and all of the council members, wish you all a Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year. [
would personally like to thank everybody who participated and helped out with all the activities of this church year,
to make us who we are here at Trinity Lutheran Church.

Yours in Faith.
Kenneth B. Myers



|
Trinity Council Minutes

Attendance

Present Absent

Pastor Eli

John Ebersole 2025

Debbie Garritano 2025

Lisa Bush 2024
Adam Counterman 2025
Ralph Grove

Judy Hale 2024

Ken Myers 2026

Chris Thompson 2025

Nevin Woodring 2024

Jim Buchanan 2025

Pam Mueller 2026

Dave Mueller 2026

Greetings/Devotions
The meeting was called to order by President, Ken Myers.
Pastor led us in prayer.

Minutes from last meeting.
Minutes from the August meeting were read. Jim made a motion to accept the minutes. John seconded
the motion. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report
None.

Pastor Hess’ Report

Pastor gave a verbal report. She has had many funerals. She has made hospital visits, Veteran’s Home
visits, and shut in visits. She also does visits for members of St. James Lutheran. Bible Study and Sun-
day School have been going well. Pastor is trying her hand at choir and hand chimes. She has attended
IDA meetings and serves on many boards. She has officiated some weddings.

Committee Reports

Property — Adam sent a written report. Outside doors he will work with the youth to finish. He
checked the light in the sanctuary, it is an LED. He has ordered new ones for the replacement. He got
the concrete for the hole in the sidewalk along 6" Street. The salt supplies are okay, but he will get more
to keep us good through the winter.

Worship and Music — presented as written.

Christian Ed — Lisa discussed Sunday School and what was expected in each of the classrooms.
Stewardship — none

Continued page 4
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Old Business

Waiting for bids — Ken is still waiting for bids.

Budget — Pastor presented the proposed budget for 2025. Pam made a motion to approve the proposed
budget for 2025. Jim seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Council thanked Judy and Pastor for working on the budget.

New Business

Audit — Ken Kutz has agreed to do the audit.

Directory — Judy asked when we could have an updated directory. Dave volunteered to work on a new
directory.

Clearances — we discussed the importance of having Child Clearances. Brenda has agreed to look into
this.

Judy made a motion to adjourn. Jim seconded.

The meeting was then adjourned.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Garritano

Next meeting: October 22,2024 at 7:00 p.m.
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Worship and Music Meeting Minutes
September 10, 2024
Pastor Eli, Debbie Garritano, John Ebersole, Cindy Finnegan, Adam Counterman

Upcoming dates:
October
6 Music Sunday at 10:45 service
Blessing of the Animals 1:00 p.m.
13 Blanket Sunday
19 Wedding
20 Harvest Home
27 Reformation Sunday
November
3 All Saints Day
9-17 Pastor will be on vacation
23-24 Congregational meeting
24 Sunderman Concert 3:00 p.m.
30 Advent, Decorate the Christmas trees and Sanctuary 10:00 a.m.
December
1 Advent
9-11 Pastor vacation
24 Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m.
25 Christmas Day 9:00 a.m.
Service
Church picnic was a success. 85 members attended.
Prepare for Christmas — Debbie asked Adam to get a group of men to help get the Christmas trees and put them up
and put the lights on. She recommended getting the trees at Lowes. Get them any time between November 25-29.
Flowers
Judy — flowers will be all red for October 27", Reformation Sunday, and all white for November 3™, All Saints
Day.
Debbie will get information on the Poinsettias.
Music
Cindy October 6 will be Music Sunday. All members are invited to the 10:45 service to hear the special music.
Cindy has a soloist in place and special music. She also has plans for seasonal music and solos during Advent and
Christmas Eve.
November 24, at 3:00 p.m. will be the Sunderman Concert.
Rachel Wachter on harp, some string musicians, her student pianists, Josh Warmath and Ava Steinbugle, and Jillian
Pierannunzio vocalist. Light refreshments will be served following the concert in Trinity Hall.
John has advertised the Sunderman concert in the bulletin and on the Pulse.
Altar
Nothing at this time.
Other:
Budget questions — Debbie asked if there was anything needed to be included in the budget for this year. None at
this time.

Next meeting: November12, at 11:00 a.m.



| Letter from Worship and Music
Committee Member

As a member of the Worship and Music Committee I provide the sponsor names for the flower
and bulletins dedications in the weekly bulletin. I am also responsible for making up the flower
cans for delivering for the altar flowers. In addition I schedule the flower delivery people who
take the altar flowers to the hospitalized and shut-in folks each week.

I schedule the flower delivery people for each Sunday/Monday. I have a very dedicated group of
folks who deliver the altar flowers but I would love to have more people to do this ministry so
that the current members are not overworked. They also deliver the Easter and Christmas
flowers. Our committee is responsible for the ordering, delivery, and placement of the holiday
flowers in the front of the church altar.

At the present time [ have no openings for the flower and bulletin dedications. If and when I do,
I will announce it in the weekly bulletin.

Also, if you are interested in becoming a member of the flower delivery ministry please call me.

In Christ,
Judy Hale
(814) 569-3126



| Sunderman Concert

Trinity will host a concert on Sunday, November 24 as part of the
Sunderman Memorial Concert Series.

The program will include:

+ STRING TRIO
Jennifer Pappal, Stephanie Everett, Diane Albert

+ HARPIST Rachel Wachter

+ PIANISTS Josh Warmath and Ava Steinbugl
(two of Cindy Finnegan’s advanced piano students)

+ Vocalist Jillian Pierannunzio
Trinity’s own who will offer several vocal selections

This will be a great kickoff to the holiday season with a program of
sacred, popular, and holiday selections.

Mark your calendars now to attend and enjoy this FREE concert
courtesy of a bequest from the estate of Dr. William Sunderman (a
former member of Trinity).
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We are Thankful!

As Thanksgiving approaches, | want to give thanks to all who serve at Trinity,
Lectors, Ushers, and Altar Guild. | know how much time, energy and love you
put into the ministry here. Thank you for the hours you've spent assisting our

church.

Adam and Angela Counterman
Amanda Mingot

Armelia and Anna Resig
Brian Musselman

Carol Paul

Chris Thompson

Cindy Finnegan

Claire Goon

Gene and Carol Laich
Geri Selfridge

lim and Jonnie Frederick
Joe Luciano

Judy Hale

Linda and Jessica Hoover

And everyone else | may have missed.

If you would like to help serve the church
community as an Usher, Lector or on Altar
Guild, please contact Debbie Garritano at
814-932-1499 or the church office.

Liza, Bri and Rylee Bush
Megan, Steve, and Shel Garner
Mancy Honecker

Mevin Woodring

Randy Druck

Ron Eamigh

Sandy and John Ebersole
Sandy Bill Mallory
Sharon and Ken Kutz
Shelby Benzel

Steve Ketcham

Sue Miller

Tom Gutshall

Tom Settle

Trisha Bush
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I ty Stitchers

This is the sewing group that meets every Monday from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.

The group was started by Lois Gutshall and Barb Gosnell. We do lots of projects on our own but
we also do group projects such as wall hangings and quilts.

This is a very caring group and gives a lot of support for problems the members have such as
deaths, illness, etc.

We are always ready to welcome new member ans look forward to meeting new friends.

Barb Gosnell
(814) 932-5498
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Trinity Happenings

BIBLE STUDY
Every Tuesday at 9:00am

Just a note to remind everyone that Bible Study is continuing every Tuesday at 9am. We are studying the
Book of Revelation. There are anywhere from 21-28 people that come on Tuesdays. Please join us in
Trinity Hall and share the Word of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

HEALTHY YOU
Tuesday at 10:30 am and Friday at 10:00 am

Cookie Fundraiser

Healthy You will be holding a Christmas Cookie fundraiser benefitting St. Andrew's pre-school. We will
plate a variety of homemade cookies and candy priced by plate size. BUT, we need your help!! When
you start baking your goodies please make an extra batch (or two) for our sale.

The school only has 4 kids this year, they need our help. Stop in and see what Mrs. Angela and Mrs. Lisa
teach the children, you'll be amazed. The kiddos have such a good time they aren't even aware they're
learning. We really need to back them and work at getting more students, a lot of people don't know St.
Andrew's exists, spread the word! (and the cookies)

Birthday and Anniversary Remembrance

The Healthy You group would like to know if anyone is interested in publishing your birthdays (just
name, month and date- no year unless you want to) and anniversaries (names, month and date- no year
unless you want to). That way some could send a card. If interested, please put your name and phone
number and drop in the collection basket. The Healthy You people will take it from there.

SOCIAL MINISTRY

Social Ministry is discussing the possibility of having a “Covered Dish” luncheon after the first of the
year. We haven’t had one in many years. This would be a great opportunity to mingle and enjoy good
food.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Thank Offering

The Stewardship committee has designated the Toasty Toddler program as the recipient of the November
Thank Offering.

Sponsored by the Family Resource Center of Blair County and the United Way. The program provides
winter coats, hats, and mittens for children aged newborn to 5 years. Last year the program was able to
help more than 700 children in need.

Please consider helping Trinity support this outreach to help these children in our community.



12

Happenings cont’d

CHOIR
Practice time TBD

Please consider singing with the Choir for Advent and Christmas! All are welcome! Please watch your
weekly bulletins for specific dates for Advent and Christmas rehearsals!

Thank you! Cindy Finnegan

HAND CHIME
Begins Sunday, December 1

Hand chime rehearsals will begin on Sunday December 1 in preparation for the Christmas Eve services.
At this point the exact time is uncertain, so watch the bulletin and the Pulse for more information as that
date approaches.

New members are always welcome, and you do NOT HAVETO BE ABLE TO READ MUSIC.

For more information contact John Ebersole at (814) 946-8612.

YOUTH SUNDAY
December 22

Youth Sunday and Christmas pageant at 10:45 service.

“SOUP”ER BOWL
End of January

I am pleased to announce that we will have another Souper Bowl at the end of January. This time I
would like to expand it to Soups and Salads (pasta, lettuce, potato, fruit).

A donation of $5 per person to try all the amazing foods everyone makes would be greatly appreciated.
There will be a sign-up sheet at the church in December for anyone interested in helping.

Angela Counterman (814) 312-8036
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Worship and Music
Christmas is coming!
Here are some dates to mark on your calendar to help get ready for the holidays.

November
23-24 Congregational Meeting at all services.

24 Sunderman Concert 3:00 p.m. Light refreshments follow.
25-29 Get Christmas Trees

30 Decorate the trees and church sanctuary 10:00 a.m.
December

1-24 Advent

24 Christmas Eve services 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

25 Christmas Day service 9:00 a.m.
January

5 Undecorate the church following 10:45.

Don’t miss out on the Sunderman Concert on November 24. This will be a wonderful way
to ring in the holidays. Rachael Wachter on harp, String ensemble, and students on
piano with a soloist.

We will be getting the Christmas trees between November 25-29. We need help getting
the trees and putting them up before November 30 at 10:00 a.m. Adam Counterman is
coordinating this so if you can help, please contact Adam at 814-937-0484. If you would
like to donate to the cost of the trees, place your donation in an envelope and place it in
the offering or see Debbie Garritano.

Undecorating the church will be January 5, 2025, following the 10:45 service

Christmas Poinsettias will be $10.00. Orders will be due Sunday, November 18.
Envelopes will be in the back of the church by the offering plate.
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Charon Clabaugh Rikki Potts
Gary V. Lonsinger Steven (XKusty) Kustaborder
Sheldon R. Kauffman Randy McClellan
Stephen 'W. Thompson Paula Ford
Lois J. Gutshall Linda Snelling
Robert L Ickes Cassidy
Robert Brubaker Lori
Robert Nearhoof Fred Putt
Emma Watchey Ethel Donley

Bob Whetstine




|

15

Prayer List

Please keep the following people in your prayers

TRINITY MEMBERS FAMILY MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
Ted Baird Martha Jones David Aikens Brandon Harper & Tammy Otto
Tyler Bennett Garry Knee Donnie Alwine daughters Dennis Paulsen
Kristina Bennett Jake Knisely Janet & Charlie David K. Harpster Frances Pringle
Shelby Benzel Cheryl Luciano Aungst Donald Haslam Tommy S. Pringle
Gianna Berardinelli Ken B. Myers Scott Aungst Carol Haslam Fred Putt .
Ruth Brubaker Jaden Rhode Carolyn Bauers Tom Hatch Lorenzo Recchla
William Burda Lisa Smearman Dan Baughman Kar.h Hey Carl Rucklng.er
. ) Robin Behe Emily Hileman Donald Ruckinger
Church Council Fred Teigler Behe Family Ed Hoover Jeanne Rutherford
Church Health Team Wilkins Family Kris Bennett Eli Hughes Conner Sanders
Don Corl Josh Wilson Ramona Bennett Samantha Januska ~ Evan Sanders
Gary Crownover Nancy Yeager Family Nicki Kaltenbrunner ~ Sanders family
Sondra Deffibaugh  Harry Yeager Dana Beschler Rebecca Kinney Ronald Settle
Matthew Edevane Stephanie Zayne Bowmaster Dyalyn Lamond Daryl Seymore
Maizie Emswiler Chet Boyer Family Judy Shaffer
Allen Everhart geed‘fgf ]l3dar1'y Jcm(iy Ij[arripnt IL\/I‘ynnl Sheéger
: . radfie an Lastaglia arilyn Shannon
?rederlck Family Damian Branas Heather Leader Gloria Shoup
om Hammond . :
Terry Brown Stewart Logan Linda Smellings
Kathy Hatch Christopher Lou Lohsl family
Bob Hofmann Buchanan Joyce Longstreth Debbie Smith
John Bush Anthony Luciano Dottie Stayer
SHUT-IN MEMBERS Sue Carter Jameson Lytle Nancy Stewart
Jeff Cipriani Linda Mardula Harry Taylor
Patty Auker Sue Nycum Julian Colan Steve Mardula, Sr Wendy Toribio
Chris Burda Arlene Roessing Tracee Cole Market Family Lisa Turek
Clara Hite Eric Sweet Scott Corl Chris Mathieu Jameson Joseph "JJ"
Carl Corle Ron Matta Williamson
Shannon Kratzer Leta Veit Randy Corneilius Linda Matta Steve Wood
Ken Kumpf family McConnell Family  Paul Wright
. . Janie Coyne McGilvary Family Tiquan Wright
Marie Laich Lisa Dalansky Carmen & Harry Sally Yeager
Bill McLauglin Jorden DeFrancisco  McGonical Baby Gwen
Phil Esper Brandon McGraw Baby Madi
ARMED FORCES Tan Esper Samantha McQuade Elsa
. Fink Famil Nancy Mock Jessie
Jason Buck Ryan Maguire Skyler Fraliell Colto}rll Morning Junie
Kyle Eberhart Justin Patz Misty Franell Jess Mourabit Natalie
Nathan Frank Haley Gehret Linda Mowrer In spoken request
Pat Griffith Bill & Penny "M"
Thomas Hamilton Murphy ALBH
Bob Hamilton Sandy Myers BMG
John Hancuff Sharon Myers BPMC
Tom Haney Georgie Nauser KCB
Bob Harding Wyatt Nite JIIM
Shawn Harding Zach Noel RDG

Please know that you can add someone to our prayer list at any time by calling the church office (943-3972). Ifitis
appropriate to remove someone from the prayer list, again, please inform the church office. Names of family and
friends will remain on the prayer list for two weeks. You can keep someone’s name on the list by calling the church
office and giving us a brief update so that we can continue to effectively pray for your loved one.
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Lectionary Readings for the
Month of Nov and Dec

Nov 3
Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Psalm 119:1-8
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34

Nov 10

1 Kings 17:8-16
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

Nov 17

Daniel 12:1-3

Psalm 16

Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

Nov 24

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

Dec 1

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Dec 8

Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
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Dec 15

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Isaiah 12:2-6

Philippians 4:4-7

Luke 3:7-18

Dec 22

Micah 5:2-5a

Luke 1:46b-55
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

Dec 29

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

The next Orbit Deadline is
Dec 24

Please get your article to the
newsletter in one of the following
ways:

Email your article to:
office@trinityaltoona.com
Dknee6@gmail.com

Drop your article in the Orbit
mailbox inside the Christian
Education office.

Please remember:

All articles will be included
as long as space permits.
Articles will be edited for
grammar and/or clarity where
needed.

Any article turned in after the
deadline will be included in
the next month’s Orbit.

Thank You!
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